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Information on the 32" Annual Meeting
of the Japan Neuroscience Society

Professor Tadashi Isa

National Institute for Physiological Sciences
Chair of the 32nd Annual Meeting

of the Japan Neuroscience Society

The 32nd Annual Meeting of the Japan Neuroscience Society will be held from Wednesday,
16 September through Friday, 18 September, 2009, at the Nagoya Congress Center (Atsuta-
ku, Nagoya City, Aichi Prefecture) . Please see the Convention Web site (http://www.jnss.org/
neurosci2009/) for the latest information.
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B Important dates

Sept. 2008

Announcement of Committee-planned
Symposia

Nov. 2008

Deadline for submissions of symposia

Jan. 2009

Decision and announcement of symposia

Feb. 2009

Start of advance registration for participants
and call for papers

End Mar. 2009

Deadline for papers

End Jun. 2009

Deadline for advance registration

Sept. 16-18, 2009

The 32nd Annual Meeting of the Japan
Neuroscience Society

B Meeting Outline

1.Plenary Lectures

+ Christof Koch, Professor

(California Institute of Technology, USA)

+ Barry W. Connors, Professor

(Brown University, USA)

+ Gail Mandel, Professor

(Howard Hughes Medical Institute, Oregon
Health and Science University, USA)

2.Special Lectures

- Tetsuro Matsuzawa, Professor

(Primate Research Institute, Kyoto
University, Japan)

+ Kozo Kaibuchi, Professor

(Graduate School of Medicine, Nagoya
University, Japan)

* Yasuo Thara, Professor

(Faculty of Life and Medical Sciences,
Doshisha University, Japan)

3.Symposia

Committee-planned Symposia will be decided
and announced during September. At the
same time, a call for proposals for public
symposia will be issued. Please see the
Program menu on the meeting Web site
(http://www.jnss.org/neurosci2009/) for
details.

4.0ral Presentations and Poster Sessions

A call for papers for oral/poster presentation
will be issued on February 1, 2009, with a
deadline of March 31. Guidelines will be sent
out together with the January 2009 issue
of Neuroscience News. Notification of the
acceptance or rejection of submission and the
date of presentation (finalization of program)
will be sent around June 2009.

5.Luncheon Seminars, Exhibition of Devices
and Publications

Applications are invited for sponsorship of
luncheon seminars, exhibitions of devices and
publications, program advertisements, and
Web site banner advertisements.

Please contact the Convention Secretariat
(neuroscience2009@jnss.org) if you are
aware of any companies that might be
interested.

6.Academic Booths

Following on from the previous Annual
Meeting, Academic Booths will be set
up to offer information to undergraduate
students who are considering postgraduate
studies. The Annual Meeting of the Japan
Neuroscience Society generally attracts
between 200 and 300 undergraduate
participants, so if your institution is intending
to offer places to postgraduate students
please do make use of the Academic Booths.
Please contact the Convention Secretariat
(neuroscience2009@jnss.org) for more
details.

7.0pen Forum

The Open Forum is scheduled to be held on
Saturday, September 12, 2009, in the Design
Hall in Nagoya Nadya Park (Sakae, Nagoya
City) . This meeting is scheduled to be open
to the general public rather than only to high
school students.

8.Travel Awards

With the aim of expanding the participation
of scientists from around the world,
particularly Asia and Oceania, Travel Awards
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are available to assist with travel expenses
for young researchers who are giving
presentations. Please ask your contacts in
other countries, especially those in Asia and
Oceania, to encourage young researchers to
apply. The application period is scheduled to
run from January to February 2009. Details
will be announced in the next edition of
Neuroscience News.

9.0ther Matters

A banquet will be held on the second night of
the Meeting in the Nagoya Congress Center.
As every year, a childcare room will be set
up especially inside the Meeting venue (the
Nagoya Congress Center). A presentation
abstract search system offering access to the
abstracts of all presentations will be made
available to Meeting participants and all
members of the Japan Neuroscience Society.
Abstracts of presentations given at the
Meeting will be published in Neuroscience
Research Supplement.

Convention Secretariat

Congress Corporation

(Contact: Mr. Tsukamoto)
Sakae-Daiichiseimei Bldg, 2-13
Shinsakaemachi, Naka-ku, Nagoya 460-0004,
Japan

Tel: +81-52-950-3369 Fax:+81-052-950-3370
E-mail: neuroscience2009@jnss.org
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REPORT ON THE 31st ANNUAL
MEETING OF THE JAPAN
NEUROSCIENCE SOCIETY

Dr. Hideyuki Okano,
Chair, 31st Annual Meeting
of the Japan Neuroscience Society

The 31st Annual Meeting of the Japan
Neuroscience Society was held at the Tokyo
International Forum over the three days between
July 9 and 11, 2008. It was a highly successful
event on a scale unparalleled in the past by
a single academic society with 1,648 papers
presented and an attendance of 3,676 researchers.
I would like to offer my heartfelt thanks to all the
participants who presented so many outstanding
papers and enlivened the proceedings with
vigorous debates.

It proved to be an extremely substantial meeting
with several invited lectures including four
plenary lectures, four special lectures, one Nobel
laureate lecture and two award lectures. Every
lecture overflowed with participants, to the
extent that the main venue, despite having a
capacity of 1,500, seemed almost too small. This
indicated the enormous degree of interest in the
various topics raised in the lectures. Of the 186
lectures presented at the Symposium held in the
context of this meeting, 39 were presented by
researchers living abroad. Travel awards were
granted to 32 participants, and the event was
attended by 148 overseas-based researchers.
Of the 188 oral sessions, 156 were given in
English, indicating that the meeting is becoming
increasingly international in scope.

Following on from the previous annual meeting,
time was set aside for a debate on the Poster
Sessions that did not coincide with other items
on the program. This year's meeting took place
in a large exhibition venue in which a space of
5,000 square meters was provided for the Poster
Sessions, exhibition of machines and devices,
display of books and publications, and space for
relaxing, and it was reminiscent in this respect
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of the venue used for the Annual Meeting of
Society for Neuroscience. The lively debates
that formed a part of the meeting gathered
together approximately a thousand people.
The nursery facilities that were provided for
use while the event was under way were used
by 29 people in the course of the three days.

Prior to holding of the meeting, we held an open
seminar aimed specifically at senior high school
pupils. The 153 young people who attended
directed many questions to the lecturers in
what turned out to be an extremely lively and
fascinating event.

The present meeting introduced many new
elements as well as expanding the scope beyond
that of previous meetings. To begin with, this
was the first time that the meeting has been
held at the Tokyo International Forum. A
questionnaire submitted to participants indicated
that this was an extremely popular venue for
many reasons including ease of access. Seven out
of ten respondents stated that they thought it
was a good venue. Nevertheless, many people did
express reservations, with regard especially to
the difficulty of getting from one venue to another
due to the complex structure of the Tokyo
International Forum and the lack of conformity
between the names of the venues and the names
of the buildings. A number of issues will thus
have to be tackled in the future if we are going
to be making use of this venue again. Secondly,
we abandoned the blanket distribution of CD-
ROMs containing a search system for abstracts
of the presentations and adopted instead the
“My Schedule” system for use on-line or by
downloading. In the questionnaire presented
at the end of the meeting, only 6 percent of all
respondents stated that they needed the CD-
ROMs to be distributed, and it would seem
therefore that there will be no need to distribute
these materials in blanket fashion in the future.
Thirdly, we printed barcodes on name cards and
lent barcode readers to the companies involved in
the exhibition of machines and devices, thereby
facilitating the presentation of information. This
approach proved to be very popular among the
companies that were displaying their products.

This was another method that was being
employed for the first time on this occasion,
although it would seem that it has still not yet
been sufficiently accepted by participants and
exhibitors. Fourthly, we set up academic booths
where undergraduates thinking about going
on to pursue their studies further could gather
information. But this facility was by no means
extensively used either and, as in the case of the
name card barcodes, it must be admitted that
advertising of this facility and efforts to spread
knowledge of it were inadequate. We intend to
give these matters further consideration in the
future.

If there any other matters you would like to see
improved from next year's meeting onwards, we
would be most grateful if you could let us know
by contacting our administrative office at office@

Nnss.org.

Finally, we would like to take this opportunity
to offer our warmest thanks to the Executive
Committee, the Planning Committee, the
Organizing Committee and the NeuroscienceZ2008
Secretariat for their work in planning and
managing the event and to all the organizations,
foundations and companies who so generously
gave of their support in the running of the
meeting.
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Minutes of the 73rd Meeting
of the Board of Directors

Date and Time: July 8, 2008 (Tuesday) ,
2:30 ~ 7:30 PM

Location:Tokyo International Forum, Room
G408

(5-1 Marunouchi 3-chome, Chiyoda-ku,
Tokyo)

Present:Tadaharu Tsumoto (President);
Tadashi Isa (Director of General Affairs) ;
Kensaku Mori (Treasurer); Masanobu Kano
(Director of Public Relations); Atsushi
Iriki, Noriko Osumi, Hideyuki Okano,
Shigeo Okabe, Hitoshi Okamoto, Mitsuo
Kawato, Gen Sobue, Ryosuke Takahashi,
Keiji Tanaka, Toru Nishikawa, Ichiro Fujita,
Katsuhiko Mikoshiba, Masayoshi Mishina,
Kazue Mizumura, Yasushi Miyashita, Fujio
Murakami, Michisuke Yuzaki (Directors)

Absent:Ichiro Kanazawa, Masaya Tohyama,
Nobutaka Hirokawa, Ikue Mori (Directors)

Reports:

1.General Affairs report: Director of General
Affairs Tadashi Isa gave a report on
membership status as of June 30, 2008. The
report noted that 600 new members had been
admitted in fiscal 2008, and that the Society
had surpassed its membership target of 5,000
members (see Appendix 1 in page 16 and
Appendix 2 (Japanese only)) .

2.Accounting report: Treasurer Kensaku Mori
gave a report on the Japan Neuroscience
Society's interim accounts (covering the
period from January 1 to June 30, 2008)
and membership fee revenue (see Appendix
3). The report also covered the decision
to change the fiscal year for Neuroscience
Research (NSR) to April-March beginning in
fiscal 2007 in line with the date of awarding
of the Grant-in-Aid for Publication of
Scientific Results from JSPS, the NSR's final
statement of accounts for fiscal 2007 (April 1,
2007 to March 31, 2008) and the audit report

compiled by the auditors (see Appendix 4),
and the NSR's interim financial report for the
period from April 1 to June 30, 2008.

The report also discussed the need to review
the format used for the Society's accounts in
light of the possibility that the Society may
acquire corporate status and the proposal
that a separate accounting framework be
established for the Society's annual meeting.

3.Committee Reports:

(1) Executive Committee report: President
Tadaharu Tsumoto reported on the holding of
the Expanded Executive Committee meeting
on Friday, February 19, 2008 and that the
composition of the various committees for
the period 2008-2010 is as described in
Neuroscience News No.3 (2008) .

(2) External Affairs Subcommittee
report: Director Atsushi Iriki reported on the
press releases for the 31st Annual Meeting.
Similarly to the method used by the Society
for Neuroscience, information was supplied
to the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology Press Club. Topics
were selected from the abstracts of this
years  annual meetings as in the last year;
during the annual meeting, the meeting venue
press room was used to hold symposium-
style press conferences based on the topics
selected by Panels 1, 2 and 3. Director Iriki
noted that, in the future, the format used
for the Society's press releases will need
to be reviewed in light of the importance
of spreading awareness of neuroscience
issues so as to achieve the Society's goal of
promoting neuroscience research.

(3) Ethics Committee report: President
Tadaharu Tsumoto gave a report on his
talk with the Chairperson of the Ethics
Committee regarding the framework and
timetable for compiling a revised version of
the Japan Neuroscience Society's Chairperson
Guidelines for Ethical Issues on Non-invasive
Studies of Human Brain Functions in light
of the progress of research on the human
brain and social circumstances. A proposal
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to ask the Ethics Committee to compile the
revised Guidelines by the end of this year
was approved.

4) Future Planning Committee report:
Chairperson Shigeo Okabe gave a report
on: (a) the need to increase the Society's
membership; (b) possible methods for
increasing participation in the Society's
activities by undergraduate and graduate
students, with the aim of strengthening
interest in neuroscience.

(5) 31st Annual Meeting preparation
report: Director Hideyuki Okano (Chair
of the 31st Annual Meeting) reported on
Neuro2008 (held on July 9 ~ 11, 2008 at
the Tokyo International Forum). He noted
that Neuro2008 included a total of 1,648
presentations, including 47 oral presentation
sessions (with a total of 188 presentations),
and 1,261 poster presentations. 2,555 persons
had registered to participate (of which 2,432
were fee-paying participants). As regards
the payment methods used for advance
registration, 1,273 persons had paid by credit
card, 469 had paid at convenience stores, 422
had paid by post office remittance, and 269
had paid by bank transfer. New plans for
this year’'s meeting included the creation of
a special, dedicated area within the meeting
venue for the use of academic institutions, so
that individual graduate schools etc. could
have their own booths. Director Okano noted
the need for further discussion of the tax
issues relating to the accounting for the
meeting, the adoption of an online search
system for the meeting abstract (including
a downloadable version), and the decision
to terminate the general distribution of CD-
ROMs as a means of reducing unnecessary
expenditure; in this year, CD-ROMs have
been mailed only to those participants who
specifically requested them, and a postal
charge have been made for this. (For a
report on the 31st Annual Meeting, see
Neuroscience News No. 4)

(6) 32nd Annual Meeting preparation

report: Director Tadashi Isa (Chair of the
32nd Annual Meeting) reported that the
subjects of the plenary lectures and special
addresses for the 32nd Annual Meeting (to
be held on September 16-18, 2009 at the
Nagoya Congress Center) had been decided
on, and that, regarding the fee for attending
the annual meeting, it was intended that the
fee would not be raised (from the 2008 fee) ,
and might be reduced for tickets bought at
the venue during the meeting. (For more
information about the 32nd Annual Meeting,
see P.1 of this issue of Neuroscience News)

(7) 33rd Annual Meeting preparation
report: Director Mitsuo Kawato reported
that the 33rd Annual Meeting (to be held on
September 2-4, 2010 at the Kobe Convention
Center’s International Conference Center and
International Exhibition Center) will be held
together with the Annual Meeting of the
Japanese Society for Neurochemistry (JSN)
and the Annual Meeting of the Japanese
Neural Network Society (JNNS), and that
participants will be encouraged to make
presentations in English.

4.Neuroscience Research editorial report:
Editor-in-Chief Tadaharu Tsumoto reported
on the status of Neuroscience Research. He
noted that, while the annual total number of
submitted articles had remained unchanged
at around 400 articles, the number of
submissions from Japan was tending to
reduce. He suggested that one reason for
this slight decline was the fact that color
illustrations in members submissions were
no longer carried free of charge. However,
he also noted that the Impact Factor
of Neuroscience Research for 2007 had
improved, rising to 2.121, suggesting that
the number of submissions from Japan could
be expected to increase in the future. While
the percentage of submissions accepted for
publication had fallen to under 40%, this was
partly due to the increase in the number of
low-quality submissions from overseas. Up
until fiscal 2007, the Japan Neuroscience
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Society had applied for and received a grant
from the Japan Society for the Promotion
of Science (in the Publication of Scientific
Results category) every year. However,
beginning in 2008, one of the requirements
for the awarding of this grant is that the
printing of the publication be put out to
competitive tender. As the contractual
relationship between the Society and Elsevier
prevents this, the Society is no longer able to
apply for such a grant for the publication of
Neuroscience Research. The Editor-in-Chief
noted that the Society would be negotiating
with Elsevier to revise the contract so as to
overcome the possible financial problem.

5.IBRO/ FAONS report: International
Director Hitoshi Okamoto reported on
the financial status and activities of the

Federation of Asian-Oceanian Neuroscience
Societies (FAONS) .

6.Sponsorship report: Director of General
Affairs Tadashi Isa reported on matters
relating to sponsorship.

Items Discussed:

1.Society accounts: Director (and former
Chair of the annual meeting) Keiji Tanaka
explained the possibility of establishing
an unincorporated association “Japan
Neuroscience Annual Meeting” so as
to separate the accounts for the annual
meeting from the Society's accounts, and the
procedures that would need to be undertaken
to achieve this, an idea that had already been
accepted by the previous Board of Directors
and Executive Committee. This proposal was

approved.

2.Revision of Society By-Laws: Several
revisions to the Society's by-laws (including
the establishment of the new post of Vice
President) were discussed and approved (see
Appendix 5) .

3.1t was agreed that the proposed revisions
to the Society's by-laws should be submitted

to the General Assembly for discussion,
and that the General Assembly should be
deemed to constitute the General Assembly
of the unincorporated association “Japan
Neuroscience Annual Meeting™ .

4.International Biology Olympiad: It was
decided that, while the Japan Neuroscience
Society will continue to serve as a member of
the organizing committee of the International
Biology Olympiad, and will if requested make
a contribution of up to 50,000 yen for the
holding of the Olympiad, the Society will not
participate in the setting of questions or in
the judging.

5.The Japan Neuroscience Society Young
Investigator Award: The rules governing the
Young Investigator Award were discussed,
and revisions approved (see website URL
http://www.jnss.org/japanese/invite/assist/
shorei/kitei.html) .

6. Tokizane Award: Regarding the composition
of the steering committee for the Tokizane
Award, the candidates proposed by the
Nominating Committee to replace the three
members of the steering committee whose
term of office will expire in September this
year were approved. A proposal to increase
the size of the award from 1 million yen to 2
million yen was also approved.
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Appendix 3
Japan Neuroscience Society FY2008 Interim Accounting
Budget Interim Accounting|Remarks
January 1, 2008- |January 1, 2008-
December 31, 2008(July 30, 2008
Carry over from the previous fiscal year 29,067,009 29,067,009
Member Admission Fees 1,350,000 1,524,000 200 Regular Members and 308 Student Members admitted as of July 30
Regular Member Membership Fees 31,747,500 26,091,000(2899 payments from Regular Members as of July 30
Student Member Membership Fees 1,852,500 2,016,000(672 payments from Student Members as of July 30
E Supporting Member Membership Fees (30,000) 30,000 0]0 member as of July 30
S [Supporting Member Membership Fees (100,000) 1,200,000 500,000(5 member as of July 30
= Advances received 155,099
Interest from Deposits 15,000 13,866
Advertising Fees 1,500,000 735,000{The Neuroscience News, banner, etc.
Miscellaneous Income 0 292,803]1)
Other 0 36,800|2)
Total Income 66,762,009 60,431,577
1. Business Expenses
Newsletter Printing Expenses 3,000,000 1,068,585]2008.NO1~NO2
Newsletter Shipping Expenses 3,500,000 956,362|2008.NO1~NO2
News English Review Fees 1,000,000 457,187
Annual Meeting Loans 3,000,000 3,000,000{For the 32nd meeting
NSR Subsidies 3,000,000 3,000,000
Incentive Award Prize Money 500,000 0
Membership Fee Contribution 1,980,000 0[3)
Scholarly Activity Support Expenses 500,000 30,000 |National Institute for Pathological Sciences training courses
International Exchange Expenses 100,000 Lecturer dispatch, IBRO Executive Board attendance
Consultation Fees 1,000,000 228,000|Attorney consulting fees, etc.
2. Administrative Expenses 0
§ Personnel expenses 20,000,000 9,005,299]2 full-time, 3 part-time (including social insurance, etc.)
-‘E Meeting Expenses 600,000 197,338 |Meeting expenses for board of directors, other committees
i Communication Expenses 900,000 298,971
& [ Travel/Transportation Expenses 800,000 463,460
Printing Expenses 800,000 197,613
Equipment/Supplies Expenses 400,000 202,834
Office Lease Payments 3,050,000 1,420,650
Website Administration Expenses 750,000 267,750 Website Renewal, etc.
Telephone/Utilities Expenses 500,000 234,107
Office Equipment Rental Fees 750,000 321,909 [Fax, copier rental fees, Internet connection fees, etc.
Deposit Fees 750,000 360,675|Credit card fees, etc.
Miscellaneous Expenses 100,000 197,493(4)
3. Other
Business Expense Reserves 250,000 250,000
'Young Overseas Employee Invitation Fund Reserves 0
4. Reserve Funds 19,532,009
Total expenditure 66,762,009 22,158,233
Balance 38,273,344
1) Subscription to The Neuroscience News, royalities, Subscription fee, A royalty, Deposit of The meeting and another, etc

2)
3)

4) Annual Meeting advances (communication expenses), repayment of incorrect deposit

Error Payment
IBRO( $ 10,000 for 2008)

FAONS($2xnumber of Regular Members) Federation of Societies for Biological Science
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2007 NSR Accounting
April 1, 2007-March 31, 2008

Appendix 4

(The fiscal year was changed in March in April, 2007)

Budget

Closing of accounts

Remarks

Income

April 1,2007-
March 31, 2008

April 1,2007-
March 31, 2008

Carry over from the previous fiscal year
Member Subscription Fees (levied portion)
Editing Expenses (from Elsevier)
Royalties (from Elsevier)

Subsidies from the Society

Grant-in-Aid from JSPS

Interest

Miscellaneous Income

6,348,893 yen
2,535,000
1,330,000
2,250,000
500,000
12,800,000
8,000
0

6,348,893 yen
4,010,350
1,330,000
2,337,166
500,000
12,800,000
17,938
1000

Subscription fee 19,800 yen 248 numbers of readerships
Subscription fee 19,800 yen 248 numbers of readerships
Deposited July 19th 2007

Deposited December 2007

Deposited July 24th 2007

Bank interest

Total Income

25,771,893 yen

27,345,347 yen

Expenditures

Production Expenses (to Elsevier)
Color Pages (content)
Color Cover
Increased Page Amount
Electronic Version Creation Expenses
Electronic Version Maintenance Expenses
Expenses for Production for Members
For International Review Committee
Communication Expenses
English Review Fees
Requested Manuscript Fees
Office Expenses
Printing Expenses
Equipment Expenses
Supplies
Miscellaneous Expenses
Rewards
Meeting Expenses
Transportation Costs
Advertising Fees(to Nature)
Office Administration Expenses

Reserve Funds

3,000,000
1,486,000
0
6,000,000
1,688,000
3,863,000
547,238
20,000
810,000

0

10,000
10,000
15,000

0

5,700,000

30,000

100,000
0
1,500,000
992,655

5,275,200
1,486,000
0
6,000,000
1,688,000
3,863,000
545,035
83,121
738,990
0

85,984
0

10,931
57,343
5,212,338
108,459
224,180
328,650
0
1,638,116

For 2007
For 2007

For 2007

For 2007

For 2007 (19,315 yen x 200)

For 2007 (10,780 yen x 50) + tax

Including shipping fees for overseas referees

The credit settlement commission is contained.

Cost to be borne by the Society

Carry over to the next fiscal year.

Total Expenditures

25,771,893 yen

27,345,347 yen
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Appendix 5

Bylaws of the Japan Neuroscience Society
Enacted April 25, 1974
Last revised July 9, 2008

Revised part excerpt.
(The underlined words show the revised
part.)

(Appointment of Meeting Directors)

Article IX

Chairs of the Society's Annual Meeting for
the previous, current, and subsequent years
shall be appointed as Meeting Directors.

(Appointment of Recommended Directors)
Article X

The President of the Society may appoint a
number of Recommended Directors on the
authority of the Board of Directors in order
to promote appropriate administration of the
The term of office of the
Recommended Directors shall be three years,

Board of Directors.

and Recommended Directors may be elected
for a maximum of two consecutive terms.

(President of the Society)

Article XI

The President of the Society shall serve
as the representative of the Society and
be responsible for all management and
administration of the Society—exeluding—the
Annaat-Meeting.

(Vice-President of the Society)

Article XII

The Vice-President of the Society shall act as
a proxy of the President of the Society and

serve as the representative of the Society in

case the President is not able to perform the

duties.

(Election of the President of the Society)
Article_XIIT

The President of the Society shall be elected
from among the regular members by a vote
taken from the Panel Directors as stipulated
in Article VII, the International Director
and Journal Director stipulated in Article
VIII, and the Meeting Directors stipulated

in Article IX. The President's term of office
shall be three years, and the President may
be elected for a maximum of two consecutive
terms.

(Election of the Vice-President)

Article XIV

The Vice-President shall be appointed by the
Board of Directors with recommendation by
the President of the Society.

(Meeting Chair)

Article XV

The Chair of the Society's Annual Meeting
shall be responsible for planning and
organization of the Annual Meeting of the
Japan Neuroscience Society under instruction
of the President of the Society.

(Appointment of the Meeting Chair)

Article XVI

The President of the Society shall appoint
the Chair of the Annual Meeting with the
authority of the Board of Directors.

(Honorary President)

Article XVII

With the authority of the Board of Directors,
the Society may bestow the title of Honorary
President on members who have served as
president of the Society or as chair of the
Annual Meeting, and who have been judged
as having made an exceptional contribution to
the development of the Society.

(Establishment of Committees)

Article XVIII

The following committees shall be established
within the Board of Directors.

. Executive Committee

. Nominating Committee

. Election Management Committee

. Program Committee

. Public Relations Committee

. Future Planning Committee

N S O &~ W~

. Neuroscience Research Committee

Notwithstanding the committees stipulated
herein, the Board of Directors can establish
additional committees as deemed necessary
to promote the activities of the Society as
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prescribed in Article IV.

Part VI Board of Directors and General
Assembly

Article XIX

The Board of Directors shall be responsible
for managing the Society in addition to
developing all policies and plans related
The Board of Directors
shall also be responsible for administrating
The Board
of Directors shall consist of the directors

to the Society.
all of the Society's activities.

appointed in accordance with Articles VII,
VIII, IX, and X, and the President and
the Vice-President of the Society elected
in accordance with Articles XIII and XIV.
The Board of Directors shall designate

three Directors, each of whom shall take
responsibility for the Society's accounting,
administration, and public relations activities,
respectively. Said Directors shall be elected
by the Board of Directors.

Article XX

Important issues related to the Society's
activities and accounting, and any issues
raised by the Board of Directors, shall
be reported to, and deliberated by, the
Society's General Assembly. The President
of the Society shall, in principle, convene
the General Assembly once a year. An
Extraordinary General Assembly can be
convened, however, following the approval
of the majority of Directors. All resolutions
of the General Assembly shall be made
following their approval by the majority of
attendees of the General Assembly (excluding
Associate Members, Student Members, and
Supporting Members). Any changes to
regulations of the Society, however, shall only

be made in accordance with Article XXIII.

Part V Accounting

(Revenue)

Article XXI

Society revenue shall be based on income
from admission fees, membership fees,
donations, and any other relevant income.

(Accounting Management)

Article XXII

The Treasurer shall be responsible for all
Society-related accounting issues.

Part VI Revisions of Bylaws

Article XXIII

The Bylaws of the Society shall only be
revised following the approval of the General
Assembly. Resolution of any revisions
shall require approval by two-thirds of the

members attending the General Assembly.

Supplementary Provisions

(Permanent Committees)
1. Executive Committee
The President of the Society shall chair the
The Committee shall
consist of the President, the Vice-President,

Executive Committee.

the Annual Meeting Director, the Director
The
chairs of other committees shall be added to

of General Affairs, and the Treasurer.

the members of the Executive Committee if
deemed necessary.

The Executive Committee shall be
responsible for developing plans for the
Society's activities—exetudinetheAnnuat
Meeti  the] N . Society.

and submit these plans to the Board of

Directors.

2. Nominating Committee (six members)

The President of the Society shall chair the
Nominating Committee. The Nominating
Committee shall consist of members elected
by the Panel Directors and the President of
the Society. The Nominating Committee shall
recommend candidates who serve as Panel
Director (up to double or more of the number
of Directors elected), as Recommended
Director, and as committee members, to
the Board of Directors. The Nominating
Committee shall recommend candidates for

various awards and prizes, and for review

committee members of scientific research

grants to the Board of Directors.

3. Election Management Committee (three
members)
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The Election Management Committee shall
be responsible for all elections administered
by the Society, including election of the Panel
Directors and members of the scientific
research grant review committee.

4. Program Committee

The Annual Meeting Director for the current
year shall chair the Program Committee.
The Program Committee shall consist of the
Annual Meeting Directors of the current,
previous, and subsequent years. The chair
of the Committee can appoint additional
committee members as deemed necessary.
The Program Committee shall be responsible
for planning all meeting programs.

5. Public Relations Committee

The Public Relations Committee shall be
responsible for planning and administration
of publication of the Society newsletter and
journal. This is in addition to all other public
relations activities.

6. Future Planning Committee

The Future Planning Committee shall be
responsible for planning activities_to facilitate
the development of neuroscience and for
proposing such plans.

7. Neuroscience Research Committee

The Neuroscience Research Committee shall
be responsible for editing and publishing the
Society's journal, Neuroscience Research.
The appointment of the members and the
activities of the committee shall be governed
by the bylaws stipulated by the Neuroscience
Research Committee.
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BARBZEHEEISEE/N

Japan Neuroscience Society Memberst

(20086 A8308)
(June 30, 2008)
EREH Z4ERB
Regular Members|Student Members
| 9F - fimERE 2,060 (115)| 380 (167)
Molecular/Cellular Neuroscience
2 DRTLEmERSE 1,528 (54) | 289 (109)
Systems Neuroscience
3 ERER - mREMERIE 516 (45) 64 (42)
Clinical/Pathological Neuroscience
4 ST 87 (6) 42 (22)
Panel unknown
&t 4,191 (220)| 775 (340)
Total
ERR 144 (39)
Associate members
HBRE (1) 1
Supporting Members (1)
HYRE (2) 13 )
Supporting Members (2)
LERE (BERRESD) 1
Honorary Members (including Honorary President)
=R® 5,136 (600)
Total Membership

() N(X2008+. 1. 1~6. I0AERE

Numbers in parentheses
indicate members who joined
between January 1 and June
30, 2008

BEFHRiR

Changes from January 1 to June 30, 2008

BB T

Total withdrawals from membership:77

MR 228 1 # ERE T3 F4ESB8

Breakdown Honorary Members 1: Regular Members: 73, Student Members: 3

£ ERE 84 FAERE 14

Leave-of-absence  Regular Members: 8, Student Members: 1

BE ESBE-F4RE 234

Changes Regular Member to Student Member: 23

ER 2
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FY2008 Japan Neuroscience
Society General Assembly Report

Date and Time: September 9, 2008
(Wednesday) 13:00 — 14 : 00
Location: Room E (Hall B) in TOKYO

INTERNATIONAL FORUM

Agenda

1. Director of General Affairs Tadashi Isa
gave a report on the status of membership
as of June 30, 2008. (See Appendix 1 of the
Board of Directors Report.)

2. Treasurer Kensaku Mori gave the interim
accounting report for the period until June
30, 2008. (See Appendixes 2 and 3 of the
Board of Directors Report.)

3. Neuroscience Research (NSR) Editor-in-
Chief Tadaharu Tsumoto gave a report on
the status of NSR manuscript submission, the
status of citation of published papers, etc.(See
the Board of Director report .)

4. Hideyuki Okano, Chair of the 31st Annual

Meeting, gave a report on the 31st Annual
Meeting of the Japan Neuroscience Society.
(See the report on the 31st Annual Meeting
of the Japan Neuroscience Society in this
issue.)

5. Tadashi Isa, Chair of the 32nd Annual
Meeting, gave a report on the status of
preparation for the Meeting, which is planned
to be held at the Nagoya Congress Center
from September 16 through September 18
2009. (See the Guide to the 32nd Annual
Meeting of the Japan Neuroscience Society.)

6. Mitsuo Kawato, Chair of the 33 r d
Annual Meeting, reported that the Meeting
is planned to be held co-hosted by the Japan
Neuroscience Society (JNS), the Japanese
Society for Neurochemistry (JSN) and the
Japanese Neural Network Society (JNNS) at
the Kobe Convention Center from September
2 through September 4 2010.

7. President Tadaharu Tsumoto gave a report
on the proposal to revise the bylaws of th
Society, and the proposal was approved. (See
Appendix 4 of the Board of Directors Report.

8.President Tadaharu Tsumoto explained the
“Japan
Neuroscience Annual Meeting  so as to

idea of the unincorporated association

regard this General Assembly as the Japan
Neuroscience Annual Meeting's General
Assembly, and this proposal was approved.

After the General Assembly, the 2008
Tokizane Toshihiko Memorial Award, Japan
Neuroscience Society Young Investigator
Award Decisions and Travel Award were
presented to their winners.

Mention below a prize for the 2008
Tokizane Toshihiko Memorial Award, Japan
Neuroscience Society Young Investigator
Award Decisions.

List of the Awardees Neuroscience 2008
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Tokizane Award
Ichiro Fujita: Osaka University Graduate
School of Frontier Biosciences

The Japan Neuroscience Society Young
Investigator Award
Takashi Hanakawa: Department of Cortical
Function Disorders, National Institute of
Neuroscience, National Center of Neurology
and Psychiatry
Kiyoto Kasai: Department of
Neuropsychiatry, Graduate School of
Medicine, University of Tokyo

Shinji Matsuda:
School of Medicine, Keio University

Terumasa Nakatsuka:

Department of Physiology,

Department of
Physiology, Faculty of Medicine, Saga
University

Toshihisa Ohtsuka:
and Molecular Pathology, Graduate

Department of Clinical

The 2008 Travel Award (See the program
for the Annual Meeting)
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— Gender-Free Forum —

A Report
on the Roundtable Seminar
with Dr. Nicole Le Douarin

By Dr. Nozomi Mizushima
Research Fellow,
Interfaculty Initiative

in Information Studies,
The University of Tokyo

I was fortunate enough to have the opportunity
to attend the Roundtable Seminar with Dr.
Nicole Le Douarin organized by the Gender
Equality Promotion Committee on the second
day of the 31st Annual Meeting of the Japan
Neuroscience Society. Although the Japanese
government has been working to raise the
number of female scientists and engineers over
the past few years, there are few opportunities
to see just how effective this policy has been
in practice. Judging from the government
reports that have been published on this
topic, it appears that the main emphasis is
on encouraging female high school students
and university students to take up careers as
researchers, and on creating an environment
conducive to female participation in research by
improving childcare provision. I was therefore
very interested to see that a seminar based on
the concept of gender equality was being held
at the annual meeting of a scientific association,
the participants in which would of course
mostly be scientists; events of this kind are few
and far between.

My own background is in biology (behavioral
ecology) , and my main areas of research at the
present time relate to “Science, Technology,
Medicine and Society’, with a particular
focus on the relationship between women and
science, technology, and medicine. Although I
have attended some conferences and academic
meetings which provided the nursery services
for participants, this was the first time that
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I had been to an association meeting that
featured a gender equality activity. I was
both surprised and delighted to see such an
event being held at my first visit to a Japan
Neuroscience Society annual meeting.

The Roundtable Seminar with Dr. Nicole Le
Douarin, sponsored by Nihon L'Oreal, was
held as a lunchtime seminar. About 45 minutes
of the 1-hour seminar were given over to an
address by Dr. Le Douarin, whose immensely
moving speech was received with rapturous
applause, and provoked excited comment among
the audience. I am sure that most readers will
be familiar with the achievements of Dr. Le
Douarin, who is a past recipient of the Kyoto
Prize in Biotechnology and Medical Technology,
among many other awards. This report will
therefore focus on the content of her address
during the seminar.

Dr. Le Douarin was born in a regional city
in France in 1930. The only child of a teacher
and a businessman, at the age of 18 she left
home to study at the University of Paris. After
graduation, she fulfilled her original ambition to
become a high school teacher; during this same
period, she got married and had children. While
her children were young, she continued to teach
biology at high school. She gradually found that
her job was becoming routine, and she began
to feel nostalgia for her time at university when
she had been able to spend her days doing
research.

“So, in the late 1950s, I decided to go back to
university for Ph.D.” Although Dr. Le Douarin
described this event in a very matter-of-fact
tone, in that post-war period, for a woman with
children to go back to university to undertake
research was an uneasy decision; she must have
been very unsure just what the future would
hold. In the event, Dr. Le Douarin was able
to secure a position as a full-time researcher
(but modest salary) while writing her doctoral
thesis, and in 1965 she was awarded an
assistant professorship. After teaching at the
University of Nantes in the early 1970s, in 1975

she was appointed Director of the Institute of
Embryology at C.N.R.S., where she continued
her research on developmental biology.

Despite her glittering career, as a woman, Dr.
Le Douarin has had to face many challenges
over the years. She noted that, in the past,
most of the women working in laboratories
in France were technician or assistants; the
attitude towards female researchers tended to
be somewhat dismissive. Dr. Le Douarin herself
experienced a certain amount of difficulty after
returning to work as a researcher. Even when
a woman succeeded in securing a position as
a researcher, she would often find herself at a
disadvantage with respect to promotion, etc.
The situation in France did not really begin to
improve until the 1980s, when new government
policies were adopted and the overall
environment for female researchers started
to improve. However, Dr. Le Douarin pointed
out that, even in 2008, the number of female
researchers working in Paris was relatively low,
and that more work was needed to achieve a
50-50 balance between men and women.

Today, Dr. Le Douarin holds the position
of Member of the College de France. As
Dr. Yoshiko Takahashi, the seminar chair,
explained, Membership of the College de France
represents the pinnacle of achievement for a
French academic. Dr. Le Douarin is only the
third woman ever to receive this honor. While
testifying to Dr. Le Douarin’s outstanding
performance as a researcher, this fact also
reflects the significant obstacles that female
researchers continue to face in France. At the
end of her lecture, Dr. Le Douarin appealed
to young female researchers with an interest
in biology to continue with their careers as
researchers; her sincere concern for researchers
in the field of biology was readily apparent, and
I am sure her remarks will have touched a cord
with other female researchers. In my own case,
although I am now engaged in interdisciplinary
research between science and society, Dr. Le
Douarin's comments reminded me forcefully of
why I initially decided to major in biology.
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Government policies to promote female
involvement in scientific research are becoming
increasingly common both in Japan and
overseas. There are two main approaches to
this field. The first of these is what might
be called the “Women in Science” approach,
where the emphasis is on evaluating the role
played by female researchers in the sciences,
and encouraging more women to move into this
area. Dr. Le Douarin’s lecture helped to show
how a female researcher’s career can develop,
and constitute a great source of encouragement,
coming as it did from such an eminent figure.
The significance of people like Dr. Le Douarin
extends far beyond their status as forerunners
or pioneers. Recently, female researchers have
begun to develop a network that includes
leading figures such as Dr. Yoshiko Takahashi,
who chaired this seminar, and Dr. Tatsumi
Hirata, the Gender Equality Committee Chair,
who organized this lecture. I was able to sense
from my participation in this event that female
researchers are not fighting a lonely battle as
unsupported individuals; the process of network
formation is already beginning to yield results.

The second approach seeks to examine
the content of the science knowledge that is
undertaken by the systems in which female
researchers have difficulty participating. To
take one example, in the field of behavioral
science (in which my own Ph.D. research was
undertaken), for many years theories were
constructed on the results of observations
that focused on the male of the species; it
was not until the 1980s that female-centered
theoretical frameworks became more common.
In reality, this question of the type of science
that is being performed is inseparable from
the issue of “women in science” . For example,
it has been argued that, as the number of
female researchers active in a particular
field increases, this has an impact on the
subjects chosen for experimentation and on the
approaches that are adopted when analyzing
the results.

As a researcher with an interest in the
content of science knowledge, when I had the
opportunity to speak to Dr. Le Douarin, I took
the opportunity to ask her opinion about the
use of differences between the male and female
brain as justification for sexual discrimination.
While this must have seemed rather an
irrelevant question to ask her, Dr. Le Douarin
was kind enough to answer it, while noting that
it was not really within her field of expertise.
She said that, as there were now a large
number of brilliant female graduate students
and young female researchers undertaking
research in this field, she believed that there
was no real cause for concern in this regard.
Dr. Le Douarin also offered to provide an
introduction to an acquaintance of hers with
whom I could discuss the issue further. In point
of fact, there were a substantial number of
female researchers attending the Society's
annual meeting and giving presentations. In
fact, while looking round the poster sessions,
it seemed as though more than half of the
participants were women. It seems that Dr.
Le Douarin may be right, and that there is
no reason to be concerned about this issue;
sexual discrimination in the field of scientific
research does appear to be gradually changing.
For us younger researchers, Dr. Le Douarin's
comments inspired a strong feeling of
confidence.

My attendance at this year's annual
meeting of the Japan Neuroscience Society
was related to my involvement with the
development of sociological survey and ethical
issue identification systems with regard to
brain science research, particularly brain
machine interfaces (BMI), as a member of
the University of Tokyo neuroethics of BMI
research group (sub-group leader: Dr. Osamu
Sakura, professor of the Interfaculty Initiative
in Information Studies, The University
of Tokyo) which, starting this July, has
been undertaking research on the team of
technological development of input and output
devices for BMI and neuroethical investigation
(headed by Dr. Mitsuo Kawato, Director of
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ATR Computational Neuroscience Laboratories)
as one of a brain science promotion program
funded by the Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology. Our group
includes four female researchers (including
Dr. Tamami Fukushi, researcher of the Japan
Science and Technology Agency (JST)), and
two male researchers (including Dr. Sakura) .
Currently, the research group is not tackling
any gender-related themes, but given that
women account for more than half of the
researchers, there is a possibility that this
may have a qualitative impact on the direction
taken by the surveys undertaken by our
group and the nature of the questions asked.
A session titled “Women's Neuroethics? Why
Gender Matters for Neuroethics” is planned
at the American Society for Bioethics and
Humanities annual meeting, which will be
held from October 23 to 26 in Cleveland, Ohio
(http://www.asbh.org/metings/annual/pdfs/
brochre.pdf) . The day might not be too far
that a scientific approach to the gender issue
begins in neuroscience and neuroethics. In
any event, for me personally, listening to Dr.
Le Douarin reinforced my passion for my own
field (within the wider framework of biology)
and heightened my interest in exploring the
relationship between neuroscience research and
social issues. I therefore look forward eagerly
to having the opportunity to attend future
activities in the Japan Neuroscience Society.
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INFORMATION

SURIY A RS

The 9
FLI International Congress
on Cell Biology (ICCB)

Seoul, Korea
October 7" - 10™

The 9th International Congress on Cell
Biology (ICCB) will be expected to attract
more than 4,000 attendees from over 50
countries, and is considered the premier
educational and scientific event in the Cell
Biology community.

Name: The 9th International Congress on
Cell Biology (ICCB)

Duration:October 7"-10™, 2008
Venue:COEX Seoul, Korea

Theme: Challenge of Life Sciences:
Molecules and Cells

Hosted by:the Korean Society for
Molecular and Cellular Biology
Sponsored by:

the International Federation for Cell
Biology

the Asia-Pacific International Molecular
Biology Network

Deadlines:

- Abstract Submission

August 31, 2008

- BioClips & Biolmage Submission
August 31, 2008

- Pre-Registration & Hotel Reservation
August 31, 2008

Website: http://www.icch2008.org

Secretariat :

ICCB 2008 Secretariat

Tel: 82-2-566-6067 Fax: 82-2-566-6087
E-mail: seoul@iccb2008.org
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We welcome
BN submissions
&)} submissions to

Neuroscience News

As well as information about job vacancies,
academic meetings, symposiums and
subsidies, you are also welcome to submit
your proposals to the Society, comments
on neuroscience, meeting reports, book
reviews, and anything that will contribute
to the development of neuroscience.
Submissions should conform to the
requirements noted below: submissions will
only be accepted in the form of electronic
media.

A) How to submit proposals to the Society,
comments on neuroscience, meeting
reports, and book reviews

There are no restrictions on the
article length, but we expect a positive
contribution to the development of
neuroscience. Neuroscience News is in
the process of transition to an English-
language journal, so we would be grateful
if you could send your submissions in both
Japanese- and English-language versions.
Arranging translation into English is a
time-consuming business, so if you submit
an English-language version together
with the Japanese-language version this
will help to reduce the amount of time
from submission to publication. The
Neuroscience News Editing Subcommittee
will decide timing of publication depending
on its content.

B) How to submit information related
to job vacancies, academic meetings,
symposiums and subsidies

Submissions (including image files and
tables) should be contained within half
an A4-sized page (double-column format) .

As far as possible, the font size should
be 14 for titles and 10 for body text; the
titles should not exceed 30 characters
in length, and the body text should not
exceed 850 in length. Please allow for the
size of image files and tables and deduct
accordingly when calculating the number
of characters.

1. Ideally files should be submitted in
either Word or WordPerfect format. If you
want to use another format, please consult
with us in advance. HTML and RTF
files are acceptable regardless of what
application software was used to create
the file.

2. Image files should be in PICT, JPEG, or
TIFF, and should be compressed as much
as possible. Please send them separately
from the text file.

3. Submissions will not be edited before
publication; it is your own responsibility to
ensure that they do not contain any errors
or mistakes.

4. Submissions will be published in only
one issue of Neuroscience News.

5. Information regarding job vacancies,
academic meetings, symposiums, and
subsidies will be also posted on the
website of the Japan Neuroscience Society
unless you specifically request otherwise.
While there are no restrictions on length,
your submission should be as succinct as
possible. If a submission is excessively
long, some content may be edited out.

6. We are not normally willing to include
links to other websites on our site.

7. The deadline for submissions is normally
the 25th of February, April, June, August,
October and December; however, this
deadline is subject to change.

8. There is no charge for publication
of submissions in Neuroscience News.
However, submissions are normally
accepted from members of the JNS or
from sponsors or supporting organizations.
9. Submissions should be sent to the
following e-mail address:news@jnss.org
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(The editing supervisor is Dr. Tomoaki
Shirao; each issue is edited by a different
member of The Neuroscience News
Editing Subcommittee.)
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